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4666-68 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140

Telephone: (215) 457-6666/0272 Fax: (215) 457-1770

Letter of Appeal
FCC, Office of the Secretary
445 - 12th Street SW
Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

August 2,2001

CC Docket Numbers&d 97-21

Dear Sirs:

RECEIVED

AUG 1 0 2001

FCC MAil ROOM

I am writing to appeal the funding commitment decision for year 4 made by the SLD in the July 23,2001
letter. Our school is the Multi-Cultural Academy Charter School, the Form 471 application number is
265670, and the billed entity number is 221994.

FRN: 689953 - The issue is the summary rejection of every item, even eligible ones. The letter states:
" ...Video Conferencing Equipment, PLATO Software, Phones and voicemail which are ineligible
products(s)/service(s) based on program rules." However, most items requested are eligible for discounts.
Why were these items rejected?

1) According to USAC Program Description for the 2001 - 2002 Funding Year Document dated
November, 2000, page 11 and according to the on-line Schools and Libraries Eligible Services List, dated
January 24, 2001, pages 6, 24, 32 and 38: Eligible Internal Connections include Telecommunications
wiring, routers, switches, hubs, network servers, operating software, installation and basic maintenance
and private branch exchange (PBX). All of these items were rejected in entirety from our proposal.
Understandingly, the homework hotline/voicemail portion may be ineligible as part of the PBX system,
however, the entire PBX system should not. (Refer to attachments directed to Heather at NECA).

2) According to USAC Program Description for the 2001 - 2002 Funding Year Document dated
November, 2000, page 10: "Internet access, and installation and maintenance of Internet connections are
also eligible..." Our proposed wire materials, installation and maintenance were rejected.

3) According to the on-line Schools and Libraries Eligible Services List, dated January 24, 2001, page 26:
E-mail servers, file servers and web servers are eligible. These items were rejected from our proposal
completely.

4) According to the on-line Schools and Libraries Eligible Services List, dated January 24, 2001, page 13:
Cabinets and cabinet mounted power strips are eligible if used for eligible equipment. The servers are
eligible and therefore so should the server cabinets. No. of Copies rec'd ()
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5) According to the on-line Schools and Libraries Eligible Services List, dated January 24, 2001, page 4:
Distance learning is conditional not ineligible. Our proposal for PLATO is a web-based, distance-learning
tool that requires the Internet and telecommunications support in order to operate. PLATO is a remote
access program; it is not simply loaded and accessed through an individual workstation. The purchase of
PLATO provides "portals" into the distance learning opportunities were students receive actual course
credits that are aligned with state standards.

6) Why would we need to provide clarification on the PBX system, webserver and video conferencing
equipment if said items were ineligible? A more careful analysis of the breakdown would be appreciated;
some equipment should be eligible (refer to attachments directed to Heather at NECA).

Equipment from our proposal that was rejected but is eligible:

File Server
Web Server
E-mail Server
3U Smart UPS (server)
NT Operating System (server)
Servers Configuring and Set-up (server)
Data Center Server Cabinets (server)
Port Fractional TI DSUICSU Interface (router)
1000Mbps Switch (switch)
24 Port 10/100/1000 Switch (switch)
PBX System (without voice mail system)
Wire Maintenance & Installation
System Integration
Server & Network Maintenance
Wire Maintenance
Distance Learning

Total

$14,700
$11,000
$11,000
$ 3,950
$ 3,000
$ 8,000
$ 5,400
$ 1,540
$ 6,900
$21,600
$21,036
$29,000
$26,000
$12,000
$ 6,000
$16,950

$198,076

Thank you for your attention to this matter as the late announcement of funding commitments and the
rejection ofeligible equipment is having a detrimental affect on our school and students.

Sincerely,
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Scott Keremes
Assistant Headmaster

c: Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Governor Tom Ridge
225 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120



~U\ti..cultural Academy Charter Sclaool
For Quality and Equitable Education

4666-68 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140

Telephone: (215) 457-6666/0272 Fax: (215) 457-2982

April 19, 2001

NECA
Attn.: Heather
100 S. Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Dear Heather,

Per our conversation earlier this week, I am responding to your request for additional
infonnation. If I can provide any additional infonnation, please let me know.

1. Additional specifications for the Webserver: Intel 3D Chassy Server, Hot
swappable hard drives and power supplies, 1 GB SDRAM, Microsoft exchange
and Microsoft Exchange license software, 12 - 250 licenses for e-mail.

2. Video Conferencing equipment:
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Scott Keremes
Assistant Headmaster

(3) polycom view stations - $6,999 each
(l) polycom via video - $590
(3) 32" svideo monitors for video
conferencing systems - $1,499 each
(l) cuseeme conference server IOU for

NT/Windows 2000 - $8,996
(1) continuous precise option for cuseeme

conference server - $4,995
(3) monitor stands - $390 each



_~'ti-cu'tura' Academy Charter SchOOl
For Quality and Equitable Education

4666-68 North 15th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140

Telephone: (215) 457-6666/0272 Fax: (215) 457-2982

.fY!.':.Y~Ol _ r.L,-/
~U1 5c{:\t1

NECA
Attn.: Heather
100 S. Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Dear Heather,

Per our conversation earlier this week, I am responding to your request for additional
information. If I can provide any additional information, please let me know.

1. Additional specifications for the PBX system with homework hotline @ $24,500:

1 Panasonic KXTD12324 KSUW/uPDATE Software
1 AG 66 Block W/12 4-C T Cable
2 ABC WlREED BLCK W/l FML TLCO CNT
2 ABC MALE-MALE AMPHENL WIT LEAD
1 PA-KXTD187 T1 Expansion Card
12 Panasonic Digital Display/Speakerphone @ $495/ea
1 Panasonic VoiceMail System
1 Digital Expansion Card 4 Port
I Install, configure and training
I 1 Year Service and Maintenance Contract

$3,950
$ 60
$ 80
$ 50
$1,876
$5,940
$3,464
$ 685
$4,650
$3,745

2. Distance Learning: PLATO Software remote access into web-based programs (10
access points @ $1,695 each).

LSre;~~_--.:::o:::a__~_~,
Scott Keremes
Assistant Headmaster



FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Form 471 Application Number: 265670
Funding Request Number: 689953 Funding Status: Not Funded
Services Ordered: Internal Connections
SPIN: 143023031 Service Provider Name: PC Teknar of Pennsylvania, Inc.
Contract Number: 1201
Billing Account Number: IA457
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2001
Contract ExPiration Date: 06/30/2002
Site IdentiIier: 221994
Pre-Discount Amount: $195,340.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A
Funding Commitment Dec1sion: $0.00 - Inel. svcs./ or product(s)
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: 30% or more of this FRN includes a request
for Video Conferencinq Equipment, Pla.to Software, Phones and Voicemail which are
ineligible product(s)/service(s) based on program rules.

~Funding Request Number: 689955 Funding Status: Funded
Services Ordered: Internet Access
SPIN: 143023031 Service Provider Name: PC Teknar of Pennsylvania, Inc.
Contract Number: MTM
Billing Account Number: IA457
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2001
Contract Expiration Date: 06/30/2002
Site Identifier: 221994
Pre-Discount Amount: $25,080.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: 90%
Funding Commitment Dec1sion: $22,572.00 - FRN approved as submitted
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